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Aquitania, Manny

From: Buchanan, Tiffini

Sent: Friday, April 04, 2014 10:44 AM

To: Aquitania, Manny

Cc: Rios, Gerardo

Subject: FW: Looking for Information on Blue Lake Power/ Ultra Power 3 / Renewable Energy 

Providers

Importance: High

Hi Manny, 

 

My FOIA request is due today, and I turned in all documents found on Monday. Ceciley mentioned in an email yesterday 

that you also have documents from Blue Lake Power. Do you have anything? If so please let me know so I can figure out 

how to proceed. I do not think Ceciley is in today. 

 

Tiffini 

 

From: Buchanan, Tiffini  

Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 11:16 AM 
To: R9-AIR3; Bussey, Carol; Christenson, Kara; Coral, Edgar; Hong, Jeanhee; Kim, David; Leon, Sandra; Lieben, Ivan; 

Lyons, Ann; Mintz, Tom; Reich, Daniel; Riedel, Brian; Smith, Noah; Spiegelman, Nina; Walters, Julie; Wehling, Jefferson; 
Withey, Charlotte; Zabel, Allan; Salazar, Matt; Adeduro, Kingsley; Aldred, Charles; Basinger, David; Chew, Andrew; Ho, 

Yenhung; LOWE, DEBBIE; Sims, Mark; Steiner, Cyntia 
Subject: Looking for Information on Blue Lake Power/ Ultra Power 3 / Renewable Energy Providers 

 

Hi all, 

 

In order to fulfill a FOIA request, I’m looking for information on the Blue Lake Power facility, formerly called Renewable 

Energy Providers, and before that, Ultra Power 3. I only see the files for Ultra Power 2. The request is for materials from 

January 1, 1999 to March 15, 2014. If you happen to have any of the files in your possession, please share them with me so 

that I may scan and send off for the request. I would need them by March 25th if you have anything. 

 

Thanks so much! 

 

Tiffini Buchanan 

Environmental Engineer 

Air Permits Office 

EPA Region 9 

(415) 972-3943 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Buchanan, Tiffini

Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 11:16 AM

To: R9-AIR3;Bussey, Carol;Christenson, Kara;Coral, Edgar;Hong, Jeanhee;Kim, David;Leon, 

Sandra;Lieben, Ivan;Lyons, Ann;Mintz, Tom;Reich, Daniel;Riedel, Brian;Smith, 

Noah;Spiegelman, Nina;Walters, Julie;Wehling, Jefferson;Withey, Charlotte;Zabel, 

Allan;Salazar, Matt;Adeduro, Kingsley;Aldred, Charles;Basinger, David;Chew, Andrew;Ho, 

Yenhung;LOWE, DEBBIE;Sims, Mark;Steiner, Cyntia

Subject: Looking for Information on Blue Lake Power/ Ultra Power 3 / Renewable Energy Providers

Hi all, 

 

In order to fulfill a FOIA request, I’m looking for information on the Blue Lake Power facility, formerly called Renewable 

Energy Providers, and before that, Ultra Power 3. I only see the files for Ultra Power 2. The request is for materials from 

January 1, 1999 to March 15, 2014. If you happen to have any of the files in your possession, please share them with me so 

that I may scan and send off for the request. I would need them by March 25th if you have anything. 

 

Thanks so much! 

 

Tiffini Buchanan 

Environmental Engineer 

Air Permits Office 

EPA Region 9 

(415) 972-3943 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Kelly, Shaheerah

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 12:53 PM

To: Kelly, ThomasP

Cc: GILLEN, CARA;Sims, Mark;Aquitania, Manny

Subject: RE: NorCal Biomass Plants

Tom, 

 

Here are the contacts I have for Sierra Pacific: 

 

David Brown, PE 

Environmental Affairs & Compliance Manager 

Sierra Pacific Industries 

530-378-8179 

dbrown@spi-ind.com 

 

David Branchcomb 

Power Contracts 

Sierra Pacific Industries 

530-378-8412 

dbranchcomb@spi-ind.com 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 12:07 PM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP 
Cc: GILLEN, CARA; Sims, Mark; Aquitania, Manny 

Subject: FW: NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

FYI – Below is a helpful link of the biomass plants in CA.  

 

I do not have a contact for Sierra Pacific Quincy but have asked others.  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 
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From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:26 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 

Subject: NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

Good link! 

 

From: Zabel, Allan  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:05 AM 

To: Sims, Mark; Salazar, Matt 
Subject: RE: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

Try this link.  Looks interesting. 

 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/WoodyBiomass/Woody_Biomass_Utilization_2/California_Biomass_Power_Plants/ 

 

Allan Zabel 

Chief, Air & Toxics Section II 

Office of Regional Counsel 

EPA Region 9 

415-972-3902 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 9:46 AM 
To: Salazar, Matt; Zabel, Allan 

Subject: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

fyi 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:58 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 
Subject: Where's Blue Lake Power? 

 

Where’s Blue Lake Power?  Not on the chart.  (Blue Lake, Humboldt County, 10 MW) 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:53 AM 

To: Aquitania, Manny; Sims, Mark 

Subject: FW: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi.  

 

Do you happen to have a contact for the Sierra Pacific Quincy facility that I can provide to Tom?  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 
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From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:45 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Cc: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Do you have a contact name and number for Sierra Pacific in Quincy? If they will take wood waste from others, that is close 

enough to Plumas National Forest to be cost effective. Thanks.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:23 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Kelly, ThomasP 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

This is good to know. Thanks Shaheerah!  

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov  

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:10 AM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP; GILLEN, CARA 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi, 

 

Here is a list of biomass plants in northern CA. There are several more in the southern part of the state. FYI, Covanta told 

me that the its Oroville and Westwood plants are shutting down or have already shut down. I do not know if the shutdowns 

are temporary or permanent. I do not know the current operational status of the other plants besides that is in the table 

below. I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to contact me for more info. 

 

Biomass Power Plant City/Location in California Nameplate Capacity (MW) 
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Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

Wheelabrator Shasta Energy Anderson 58 

Sierra Pacific Anderson 

(currently going through state/federal 

approval process to expand its 

capacity) 

Anderson 5 

Burney Forest Power Burney, CA 31 

Sierra Pacific Burney Burney 20 

Covanta Burney Mountain Power Burney 11 

Covanta Mount Lassen Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Westwood 12 

Susanville Biomass Facility Susanville 14 

HL Power Susanville 36 

Collins Pine Chester 12 

Sierra Pacific Quincy Quincy 27.5 

Covanta Pacific Oroville Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Oroville 17 

Rio Bravo Rocklin Lincoln 28 

Wadham Energy LP Williams, CA 29 

Woodland Biomass Woodland 30 

Buena Vista Biomass Power (under 

development) 
Rancho Cordova 19 

Sierra Pacific Lincoln Lincoln 19.2 

Tracy Biomass Plant Tracy 21.5 

Covanta Pacific UltraPower Chinese 

Station 
Jamestown 20 

Sierra Pacific Sonora Sonora 7.5 

Covanta Stanislaus Inc Crows Landing 23 

 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:59 PM 
To: GILLEN, CARA 

Cc: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Thanks Cara. I’ll try the website next week. I should have also mentioned that I have contacted the California Energy 

Commission to ask if they’re aware of biomass facilities nearby. While the person promised to look into it, he’s been really 

slow in responding.  
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Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:55 PM 
To: Kelly, ThomasP; Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi Tom,  

 

That is an interesting question and I’m sure there are probably other biomass facilities somewhat nearby. I do 

know that there have been changes in the regulations surrounding biomas facilities for burning, so that might have 

prompted some of them to close. I’m not sure.  

 

I have cc’d Shaheerah Kelly in our Air Division, as she works on biomass facilities and might know more in terms 

of where the facilities are and if there is a directory. The other source that might have good information is Cal 

Recycle, the state waste board. For some reason the website is not working for me right now, but you can search 

for biomass facilities at www.calrecycle.ca.gov 

 

I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions.  

 

Thanks, 

Cara 

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov (Please note new email address) 

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 2:52 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 
Subject: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Jean Prijatel suggested I discuss a problem with you. The Plumas National Forest is planning a fuels management project 

(thinning the forest and creating defensible fire breaks). They would very much like to transport biomass debris to a facility 

that could burn it for energy recovery. They indicated that a nearby facility, Covanta in Oroville, has closed. The project is 
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located close to the town of La Porte, California. Do you know of any other facilities they might be able to use? They 

thought the limit for cost effective transportation was about 50 miles, but I don’t know how they came up with that.  

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Kelly, Shaheerah

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 12:07 PM

To: Kelly, ThomasP

Cc: GILLEN, CARA;Sims, Mark;Aquitania, Manny

Subject: FW: NorCal Biomass Plants

FYI – Below is a helpful link of the biomass plants in CA.  

 

I do not have a contact for Sierra Pacific Quincy but have asked others.  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:26 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 

Subject: NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

Good link! 

 

From: Zabel, Allan  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:05 AM 

To: Sims, Mark; Salazar, Matt 
Subject: RE: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

Try this link.  Looks interesting. 

 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/WoodyBiomass/Woody_Biomass_Utilization_2/California_Biomass_Power_Plants/ 

 

Allan Zabel 

Chief, Air & Toxics Section II 

Office of Regional Counsel 

EPA Region 9 

415-972-3902 

 

From: Sims, Mark  
Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 9:46 AM 

To: Salazar, Matt; Zabel, Allan 

Subject: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

fyi 
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From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:58 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 
Subject: Where's Blue Lake Power? 

 

Where’s Blue Lake Power?  Not on the chart.  (Blue Lake, Humboldt County, 10 MW) 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:53 AM 

To: Aquitania, Manny; Sims, Mark 
Subject: FW: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi.  

 

Do you happen to have a contact for the Sierra Pacific Quincy facility that I can provide to Tom?  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:45 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Cc: GILLEN, CARA 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Do you have a contact name and number for Sierra Pacific in Quincy? If they will take wood waste from others, that is close 

enough to Plumas National Forest to be cost effective. Thanks.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:23 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Kelly, ThomasP 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

This is good to know. Thanks Shaheerah!  
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______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov  

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:10 AM 
To: Kelly, ThomasP; GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi, 

 

Here is a list of biomass plants in northern CA. There are several more in the southern part of the state. FYI, Covanta told 

me that the its Oroville and Westwood plants are shutting down or have already shut down. I do not know if the shutdowns 

are temporary or permanent. I do not know the current operational status of the other plants besides that is in the table 

below. I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to contact me for more info. 

 

Biomass Power Plant City/Location in California Nameplate Capacity (MW) 

Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

Wheelabrator Shasta Energy Anderson 58 

Sierra Pacific Anderson 

(currently going through state/federal 

approval process to expand its 

capacity) 

Anderson 5 

Burney Forest Power Burney, CA 31 

Sierra Pacific Burney Burney 20 

Covanta Burney Mountain Power Burney 11 

Covanta Mount Lassen Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 
Westwood 12 

Susanville Biomass Facility Susanville 14 

HL Power Susanville 36 

Collins Pine Chester 12 

Sierra Pacific Quincy Quincy 27.5 

Covanta Pacific Oroville Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Oroville 17 

Rio Bravo Rocklin Lincoln 28 

Wadham Energy LP Williams, CA 29 

Woodland Biomass Woodland 30 

Buena Vista Biomass Power (under 

development) 
Rancho Cordova 19 

Sierra Pacific Lincoln Lincoln 19.2 

Tracy Biomass Plant Tracy 21.5 
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Covanta Pacific UltraPower Chinese 

Station 
Jamestown 20 

Sierra Pacific Sonora Sonora 7.5 

Covanta Stanislaus Inc Crows Landing 23 

 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:59 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 
Cc: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Thanks Cara. I’ll try the website next week. I should have also mentioned that I have contacted the California Energy 

Commission to ask if they’re aware of biomass facilities nearby. While the person promised to look into it, he’s been really 

slow in responding.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:55 PM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP; Kelly, Shaheerah 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi Tom,  

 

That is an interesting question and I’m sure there are probably other biomass facilities somewhat nearby. I do 

know that there have been changes in the regulations surrounding biomas facilities for burning, so that might have 

prompted some of them to close. I’m not sure.  

 

I have cc’d Shaheerah Kelly in our Air Division, as she works on biomass facilities and might know more in terms 

of where the facilities are and if there is a directory. The other source that might have good information is Cal 

Recycle, the state waste board. For some reason the website is not working for me right now, but you can search 

for biomass facilities at www.calrecycle.ca.gov 
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I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions.  

 

Thanks, 

Cara 

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov (Please note new email address) 

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 2:52 PM 
To: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Jean Prijatel suggested I discuss a problem with you. The Plumas National Forest is planning a fuels management project 

(thinning the forest and creating defensible fire breaks). They would very much like to transport biomass debris to a facility 

that could burn it for energy recovery. They indicated that a nearby facility, Covanta in Oroville, has closed. The project is 

located close to the town of La Porte, California. Do you know of any other facilities they might be able to use? They 

thought the limit for cost effective transportation was about 50 miles, but I don’t know how they came up with that.  

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Kelly, Shaheerah

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 11:57 AM

To: Sims, Mark;Aquitania, Manny

Subject: RE: Where's Blue Lake Power?

These are the only plants I have that are in or near Humboldt County. Is Blue Lake a new facility? 

 

Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:58 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 

Subject: Where's Blue Lake Power? 

 

Where’s Blue Lake Power?  Not on the chart.  (Blue Lake, Humboldt County, 10 MW) 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:53 AM 
To: Aquitania, Manny; Sims, Mark 

Subject: FW: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi.  

 

Do you happen to have a contact for the Sierra Pacific Quincy facility that I can provide to Tom?  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:45 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah 
Cc: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 
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Do you have a contact name and number for Sierra Pacific in Quincy? If they will take wood waste from others, that is close 

enough to Plumas National Forest to be cost effective. Thanks.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:23 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Kelly, ThomasP 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

This is good to know. Thanks Shaheerah!  

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov  

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:10 AM 
To: Kelly, ThomasP; GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi, 

 

Here is a list of biomass plants in northern CA. There are several more in the southern part of the state. FYI, Covanta told 

me that the its Oroville and Westwood plants are shutting down or have already shut down. I do not know if the shutdowns 

are temporary or permanent. I do not know the current operational status of the other plants besides that is in the table 

below. I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to contact me for more info. 

 

Biomass Power Plant City/Location in California Nameplate Capacity (MW) 

Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

Wheelabrator Shasta Energy Anderson 58 

Sierra Pacific Anderson Anderson 5 
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(currently going through state/federal 

approval process to expand its 

capacity) 

Burney Forest Power Burney, CA 31 

Sierra Pacific Burney Burney 20 

Covanta Burney Mountain Power Burney 11 

Covanta Mount Lassen Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Westwood 12 

Susanville Biomass Facility Susanville 14 

HL Power Susanville 36 

Collins Pine Chester 12 

Sierra Pacific Quincy Quincy 27.5 

Covanta Pacific Oroville Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 
Oroville 17 

Rio Bravo Rocklin Lincoln 28 

Wadham Energy LP Williams, CA 29 

Woodland Biomass Woodland 30 

Buena Vista Biomass Power (under 

development) 
Rancho Cordova 19 

Sierra Pacific Lincoln Lincoln 19.2 

Tracy Biomass Plant Tracy 21.5 

Covanta Pacific UltraPower Chinese 

Station 
Jamestown 20 

Sierra Pacific Sonora Sonora 7.5 

Covanta Stanislaus Inc Crows Landing 23 

 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:59 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 
Cc: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Thanks Cara. I’ll try the website next week. I should have also mentioned that I have contacted the California Energy 

Commission to ask if they’re aware of biomass facilities nearby. While the person promised to look into it, he’s been really 

slow in responding.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 
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U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:55 PM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP; Kelly, Shaheerah 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi Tom,  

 

That is an interesting question and I’m sure there are probably other biomass facilities somewhat nearby. I do 

know that there have been changes in the regulations surrounding biomas facilities for burning, so that might have 

prompted some of them to close. I’m not sure.  

 

I have cc’d Shaheerah Kelly in our Air Division, as she works on biomass facilities and might know more in terms 

of where the facilities are and if there is a directory. The other source that might have good information is Cal 

Recycle, the state waste board. For some reason the website is not working for me right now, but you can search 

for biomass facilities at www.calrecycle.ca.gov 

 

I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions.  

 

Thanks, 

Cara 

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov (Please note new email address) 

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 2:52 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Jean Prijatel suggested I discuss a problem with you. The Plumas National Forest is planning a fuels management project 

(thinning the forest and creating defensible fire breaks). They would very much like to transport biomass debris to a facility 

that could burn it for energy recovery. They indicated that a nearby facility, Covanta in Oroville, has closed. The project is 

located close to the town of La Porte, California. Do you know of any other facilities they might be able to use? They 

thought the limit for cost effective transportation was about 50 miles, but I don’t know how they came up with that.  

 

Tom Kelly 
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Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Sims, Mark

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:26 AM

To: Kelly, Shaheerah;Aquitania, Manny

Subject: NorCal Biomass Plants

Good link! 

 

From: Zabel, Allan  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 10:05 AM 
To: Sims, Mark; Salazar, Matt 

Subject: RE: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

Try this link.  Looks interesting. 

 

http://ucanr.edu/sites/WoodyBiomass/Woody_Biomass_Utilization_2/California_Biomass_Power_Plants/ 

 

Allan Zabel 

Chief, Air & Toxics Section II 

Office of Regional Counsel 

EPA Region 9 

415-972-3902 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 9:46 AM 

To: Salazar, Matt; Zabel, Allan 
Subject: A Nice Table Listing NorCal Biomass Plants 

 

fyi 

 

From: Sims, Mark  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:58 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Aquitania, Manny 

Subject: Where's Blue Lake Power? 

 

Where’s Blue Lake Power?  Not on the chart.  (Blue Lake, Humboldt County, 10 MW) 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:53 AM 

To: Aquitania, Manny; Sims, Mark 
Subject: FW: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi.  

 

Do you happen to have a contact for the Sierra Pacific Quincy facility that I can provide to Tom?  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  
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San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:45 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah 
Cc: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Do you have a contact name and number for Sierra Pacific in Quincy? If they will take wood waste from others, that is close 

enough to Plumas National Forest to be cost effective. Thanks.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:23 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Kelly, ThomasP 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

This is good to know. Thanks Shaheerah!  

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov  

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:10 AM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP; GILLEN, CARA 
Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi, 

 

Here is a list of biomass plants in northern CA. There are several more in the southern part of the state. FYI, Covanta told 

me that the its Oroville and Westwood plants are shutting down or have already shut down. I do not know if the shutdowns 
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are temporary or permanent. I do not know the current operational status of the other plants besides that is in the table 

below. I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to contact me for more info. 

 

Biomass Power Plant City/Location in California Nameplate Capacity (MW) 

Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

Wheelabrator Shasta Energy Anderson 58 

Sierra Pacific Anderson 

(currently going through state/federal 

approval process to expand its 

capacity) 

Anderson 5 

Burney Forest Power Burney, CA 31 

Sierra Pacific Burney Burney 20 

Covanta Burney Mountain Power Burney 11 

Covanta Mount Lassen Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Westwood 12 

Susanville Biomass Facility Susanville 14 

HL Power Susanville 36 

Collins Pine Chester 12 

Sierra Pacific Quincy Quincy 27.5 

Covanta Pacific Oroville Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Oroville 17 

Rio Bravo Rocklin Lincoln 28 

Wadham Energy LP Williams, CA 29 

Woodland Biomass Woodland 30 

Buena Vista Biomass Power (under 

development) 
Rancho Cordova 19 

Sierra Pacific Lincoln Lincoln 19.2 

Tracy Biomass Plant Tracy 21.5 

Covanta Pacific UltraPower Chinese 

Station 
Jamestown 20 

Sierra Pacific Sonora Sonora 7.5 

Covanta Stanislaus Inc Crows Landing 23 

 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:59 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 
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Cc: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Thanks Cara. I’ll try the website next week. I should have also mentioned that I have contacted the California Energy 

Commission to ask if they’re aware of biomass facilities nearby. While the person promised to look into it, he’s been really 

slow in responding.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  
Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:55 PM 

To: Kelly, ThomasP; Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi Tom,  

 

That is an interesting question and I’m sure there are probably other biomass facilities somewhat nearby. I do 

know that there have been changes in the regulations surrounding biomas facilities for burning, so that might have 

prompted some of them to close. I’m not sure.  

 

I have cc’d Shaheerah Kelly in our Air Division, as she works on biomass facilities and might know more in terms 

of where the facilities are and if there is a directory. The other source that might have good information is Cal 

Recycle, the state waste board. For some reason the website is not working for me right now, but you can search 

for biomass facilities at www.calrecycle.ca.gov 

 

I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions.  

 

Thanks, 

Cara 

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov (Please note new email address) 

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 2:52 PM 
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To: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Jean Prijatel suggested I discuss a problem with you. The Plumas National Forest is planning a fuels management project 

(thinning the forest and creating defensible fire breaks). They would very much like to transport biomass debris to a facility 

that could burn it for energy recovery. They indicated that a nearby facility, Covanta in Oroville, has closed. The project is 

located close to the town of La Porte, California. Do you know of any other facilities they might be able to use? They 

thought the limit for cost effective transportation was about 50 miles, but I don’t know how they came up with that.  

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 
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Aquitania, Manny

From: Sims, Mark

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:58 AM

To: Kelly, Shaheerah;Aquitania, Manny

Subject: Where's Blue Lake Power?

Where’s Blue Lake Power?  Not on the chart.  (Blue Lake, Humboldt County, 10 MW) 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:53 AM 
To: Aquitania, Manny; Sims, Mark 

Subject: FW: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi.  

 

Do you happen to have a contact for the Sierra Pacific Quincy facility that I can provide to Tom?  

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:45 AM 

To: Kelly, Shaheerah 
Cc: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Do you have a contact name and number for Sierra Pacific in Quincy? If they will take wood waste from others, that is close 

enough to Plumas National Forest to be cost effective. Thanks.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:23 AM 
To: Kelly, Shaheerah; Kelly, ThomasP 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 
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This is good to know. Thanks Shaheerah!  

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov  

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, Shaheerah  

Sent: Wednesday, August 21, 2013 8:10 AM 
To: Kelly, ThomasP; GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi, 

 

Here is a list of biomass plants in northern CA. There are several more in the southern part of the state. FYI, Covanta told 

me that the its Oroville and Westwood plants are shutting down or have already shut down. I do not know if the shutdowns 

are temporary or permanent. I do not know the current operational status of the other plants besides that is in the table 

below. I hope this information is helpful. Feel free to contact me for more info. 

 

Biomass Power Plant City/Location in California Nameplate Capacity (MW) 

Fairhaven Power Samoa 19 

Pacific Lumber Scotia 33 

Wheelabrator Shasta Energy Anderson 58 

Sierra Pacific Anderson 

(currently going through state/federal 

approval process to expand its 

capacity) 

Anderson 5 

Burney Forest Power Burney, CA 31 

Sierra Pacific Burney Burney 20 

Covanta Burney Mountain Power Burney 11 

Covanta Mount Lassen Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Westwood 12 

Susanville Biomass Facility Susanville 14 

HL Power Susanville 36 

Collins Pine Chester 12 

Sierra Pacific Quincy Quincy 27.5 

Covanta Pacific Oroville Power 

(plant is currently shutdown according 

to Covanta) 

Oroville 17 

Rio Bravo Rocklin Lincoln 28 

Wadham Energy LP Williams, CA 29 

Woodland Biomass Woodland 30 
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Buena Vista Biomass Power (under 

development) 
Rancho Cordova 19 

Sierra Pacific Lincoln Lincoln 19.2 

Tracy Biomass Plant Tracy 21.5 

Covanta Pacific UltraPower Chinese 

Station 
Jamestown 20 

Sierra Pacific Sonora Sonora 7.5 

Covanta Stanislaus Inc Crows Landing 23 

 

 

 

************************************ 

Shaheerah Kelly 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 

Permits Office, Air Division  

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Phone: 415-947-4156 

Fax: 415-947-3579 

Email: kelly.shaheerah@epa.gov 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:59 PM 

To: GILLEN, CARA 
Cc: Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Thanks Cara. I’ll try the website next week. I should have also mentioned that I have contacted the California Energy 

Commission to ask if they’re aware of biomass facilities nearby. While the person promised to look into it, he’s been really 

slow in responding.  

 

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 

 

 

From: GILLEN, CARA  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 3:55 PM 
To: Kelly, ThomasP; Kelly, Shaheerah 

Subject: RE: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Hi Tom,  

 

That is an interesting question and I’m sure there are probably other biomass facilities somewhat nearby. I do 

know that there have been changes in the regulations surrounding biomas facilities for burning, so that might have 

prompted some of them to close. I’m not sure.  
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I have cc’d Shaheerah Kelly in our Air Division, as she works on biomass facilities and might know more in terms 

of where the facilities are and if there is a directory. The other source that might have good information is Cal 

Recycle, the state waste board. For some reason the website is not working for me right now, but you can search 

for biomass facilities at www.calrecycle.ca.gov 

 

I hope this helps. Please let me know if I can answer any more questions.  

 

Thanks, 

Cara 

 

______________________________________ 

Cara Gillen 

Clean Energy and Climate Change Office 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Pacific Southwest Region  

San Francisco, California 

415-972-3382- Phone 

gillen.cara@epa.gov (Please note new email address) 

 

*Paper is a valuable resource. Please don't print this email unless necessary.* 

 

From: Kelly, ThomasP  

Sent: Friday, August 16, 2013 2:52 PM 
To: GILLEN, CARA 

Subject: Do You Know of any Biomass Facilities in the Sierra Foothills of N. California? 

 

Jean Prijatel suggested I discuss a problem with you. The Plumas National Forest is planning a fuels management project 

(thinning the forest and creating defensible fire breaks). They would very much like to transport biomass debris to a facility 

that could burn it for energy recovery. They indicated that a nearby facility, Covanta in Oroville, has closed. The project is 

located close to the town of La Porte, California. Do you know of any other facilities they might be able to use? They 

thought the limit for cost effective transportation was about 50 miles, but I don’t know how they came up with that.  

 

Tom Kelly 

Environmental Review Office (CED-2) 

U.S. EPA Region 9 

75 Hawthorne Street 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

 

(415) 972-3856 

 


